
 

 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    
 

 

 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

Available are nursery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 
 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Feb 26, 2017                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

“Healing is not forcing the sun to shine, but letting go of that which blocks the light.”  
                                                                                                              - Stephen & Ondrea Levine 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Great is our God and greatly to be praised. Worship the One whose grace covers all 

our needs. 

People: The God of hosts is with us here. We praise, with joy God's holy name. 

Leader: Ponder God's steadfast love for humankind.  Practice sharing that love while we are 

together. 

People: God's love is amazing, beyond our human understanding.  We seek to share the 

love we are receiving. 

Leader: We are here to be equipped for the journey of life.  We have gathered that our daily 

witness might be empowered. 

All: Sometimes we are not strong enough to love.  We pray that God will use our 

weakness for good.  We pray to be touched by the Living God and healed.  Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #66 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ST. DENIO 
 

*OPENING PRAYER 

Divine Creator and lover of our souls, Teacher of all who are willing to grow, Divine Healer of 

all healers, let us hear enough of Your Word to be astounded.  Let us have enough faith that we 

too may reach out to touch the hem of Your garment and be healed.  Grant us enough of Christ's 

vision and compassion that our weakness may be useful to You in proclaiming Your Word, 

sharing Your grace, healing others in Your Holy name and casting out all that would seek to 

harm. We come to You now confessing that which blocks the Healing Light within our own lives 

and in our world: 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy Healer, let us give voice to our anxiety before You.  Let us bring You the panic that we feel 

when we measure our inner resources against the outward challenges of our frantic lives and 

fragile world.  Help us to dare to confess the ways we fall short of letting Your Healing Light 

penetrate the very depths of our souls and of our world. Forgive us when we belittled Your 

prophets and make light of Your commands.  Loving and forgiving God, we confess our 

desperate need for healing, for forgiveness and for a new perspective on life.  We pray all this in 

the very name of the one who taught us to pray, saying: 
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*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

(Everyone may be seated.) 

 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Matthew 18:18-20 The Message (MSG) 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Clayton Heidbreder & Wendy Reardon 
 

(All kids can go out to Sunday School, and adults are invited to greet one another.) 
 

ANTHEM “Chain Breaker” by Jonathan Smith,  

 JoySpring Mia Fields & Zach Williams 
 

TIME OF PRAYER  Linda Hartley 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation:  God’s generous act in Jesus Christ invites our generosity.  Identifying with our 

own need for healing and inner poverty, Jesus leads us to true riches.  We are called to give 

according to our means, toward the goal of a fair balance among all of God's children.  May 

our offerings begin to answer that call. 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and pass 

to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put down your 

name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, please leave the 

sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory Choir Anthem “The Healing That We Need” by Hans O.T. Sutheniles 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Unison)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Thank You God, for Your steadfast and healing love. We offer our praise, may it reach to 

the ends of the earth.  We ask that our gifts empower ministry, heal the sick, and bring hope 

to this ailing world.  Let unbelief be turned to faith, ignorance to knowledge, sickness to 

health, brokenness to wholeness, both in us and in our neighbors near and far.  Guide us, as 

we seek to invest our best for the sake of Christ.  Amen. 
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SERMON SCRIPTURES Mark 5:25-34 (pew Bible page 816) 

 Revelation 21:1-5 (pew Bible page 1007) 
 

SERMON BLOCKING THE LIGHT Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #701 “Shall We Gather at the River” HANSON PLACE 
 

*DEACON’S CALL 
 

*CLOSING SONG “He Knows My Name” Tommy Walker 

 Led by JoySpring 
 

I have a Maker, He formed my heart. 

Before even time began my life was in His hands. 

He knows my name. He knows my ev'ry thought. 

He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call. 
 

I have a Father, He calls me His own. 

He'll never leave me no matter where I go. 

He knows my name. He knows my ev'ry thought. 

He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call. 
 

He knows my name. He knows my ev'ry thought. 

He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call. 

And hears me when I call. And hears me when I call. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE   
 

James McClung greeted you this morning and serves as liturgist 

Nancy Cook and Beth Dapolite are Deacons of the day. 

 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for the chili cook-off and bake-off downstairs after worship! 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR FEB 26, 2017 
 

New Prayers: Charlie (Chip) Flood is currently hospitalized and awaiting test results   

Continued Prayers: Sue Menzel (flu); Emily Shea's grammy; Norma Powell; Judy Ellis; Serena Leiser; 

Carolyn Bent; Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 
 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  
 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP – ALPHA 

All men are welcome to join our Men’s Study Group!  We meet every Monday night from 7:00 – 8:30 in 

our chapel.  It is a casual group that continues to explore what it means to be a Christian man today.  We’ve 

decided to use the Alpha curriculum for the next two months.  So, whether you’ve participated in Alpha 

previously OR this would be your first time, we would love to have you join us for the whole program or 

just come to try it out.  If you’d like to learn more about this group just show up Monday or contact 

Rich.Lord@charter.net 508-878-5050.   

 

"THE WORLDS OF EBENEZER PARKMAN: WESTBOROUGH'S MINISTER, 1724-1782" 

Please join us this Monday night, February 27 at our church for this informative program- Dessert at 6:30 

PM, Lecture at 7:00PM Presented by the Westborough Historical Society:  Be transported to 18th century 

Westborough through the life of Ebenezer Parkman (1703-1782), who for 58 years, was our town's spiritual 

and intellectual leader.  College of the Holy Cross History Professor Ross Beales will discuss Parkman's 

ministry and family life as described in his extraordinary diary.  This is the Historical Society's annual 

Civic Club lecture.  Parkman artifacts from the Society's collection will be on display.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
ST

 7PM 
We will gather in communion with Christians from all over the world for the beginning of the season of 

Lent and the imposition of ashes in the Chapel downstairs. 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MARCH 

Lent begins March 1
st
 on Ash Wednesday. Our church's Mission of the Month for March will be "Helping 

those in Need".  We will begin the Westboro Food Pantry special collections of Breakfast foods the first 

Sunday, March 5
th

. On the second Sunday we will collect Lunch items. Supper items the 3
rd

 Sunday and 

Dessert foods the 4
th

 Sunday.  There will be a 5
th

 Sunday with laundry detergent and personal care products 

that are not covered with Food Stamps. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:Rich.Lord@charter.net
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GROUPS OF THREE OR FOUR 

We hope you join one of our groups of 3 or 4 this Lent!  The groups will run for 6 weeks starting on the 

first week of March at whatever time your group agrees to. Contact one of the group leaders and ask to be 

in their group, or look for the sign-up sheet downstairs by the door.  Join one today!   The following people 

will be leading groups: 
 

Pam Faustine, pfaustine@princeton-ma.us Amy Glennon, amyjglennon@gmail.com 

Janet Rivard, jrivard@verizon.net Karen Hutchinson, millarhutch@aol.com 

Jennifer Louloudes, jenniferlouloudes@yahoo.com Theresa DiMeo, TheresaDimeo@hotmail.com 

Amanda Borglund, borglundamanda@gmail.com Brenda Lord, brenda.lord@staples.com 

Marjoire Peairs, margy.peairs@gmail.com Carrie Brown, carriebrown67@aol.com 

Linda Birch, birchouse@verizon.net  Linda Borglund, lborglund53@gmail.com 

Rich Boucher, rboucher16@aol.com  Elena Moskal, moskal.elena@gmail.com 

Nancy Hubbard, nehubba5@yahoo.com  Pastor Paul, phsangree@gmail.com 

Marilyn Lyle, mjlyle@charter.net   Rev. Elaine, revelaineg@aol.com 

Kathy Reynolds, kreynolds118@comcast.net Ted Jaworski, tjaw2000@aol.com  

Diane & Wayne Hutchinson Fontana, dlhfontana@gmail.com 
 

* Diane and Wayne Hutchinson-Fontana's group is for couples, and the women leaders and men leaders 

generally want to lead groups open to their gender, though most are open to exceptions. 

 

39
th

 ANNUAL TROOP 100 PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Westborough’s Boy Scout Troop 100 will hold its Annual Pancake Breakfast next Sunday, March 5
th

 from 

7:30 am to 1:00 pm.  This is Troop 100’s only fundraiser for the entire year.  Everyone is welcome.  

Tickets will be available at the door.  The event will take place at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 17 Willow 

St., Westborough.  Tickets are $5.00 per person, $4.00 per person for families of four or more, and $4.00 

for senior citizens. 
 

UNITED in PRAYER:  “U.P.” 

Lifting Our Nation & Our World UP in Prayer – Thursday Evenings Mar 9 – Apr 6, 6:30-7:00 PM in the 

Chapel.  Join with our U.P. Team for 1/2 hour each week as we gather together for five Thursday evenings 

during Lent.   This will be a time when we lift UP ourselves, our leaders, our nation and our world in prayer 

seeking the guidance and Peace of The Holy Spirit, while Reflecting upon the Teachings of Jesus.  Come 

just for one or come for all of the Prayer Vigils.  May The Holy One Bless this Prayer Ministry.  
 

In Prayer with you,   
 

Rev. Elaine, Pastor Paul, Audrey Lord, Judy Gitkind Powell, & Rachel Graham 
 

YOUTH GROUP MISSION TRIP 

As most of you are aware, the Youth Group is in the midst of planning a mission trip to St. Vincent.  

Wendy has set up a couple ways to donate money for the trip.  You can make a donation by writing a check 

out to the church and write “YG Mission Trip SV” in the memo line. You can also visit, like and share our 

Facebook page: Youth Group Mission Trip to St Vincent @westborouccyouthgroup  OR  

Donate@YouCaring.com search: “Congo Westboro Mission Trip to St. Vincent”.  
 

HOSPITALITY 

If you or someone you know in our church family is in need of a meal, please call Betty Gray (508-366-

1039). 

mailto:pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
mailto:jrivard@verizon.net
mailto:jenniferlouloudes@yahoo.com
mailto:margy.peairs@gmail.com
mailto:birchouse@verizon.net
mailto:rboucher16@aol.com
mailto:nehubba5@yahoo.com
mailto:mjlyle@charter.net
mailto:kreynolds118@comcast.net
mailto:tjaw2000@aol.com
mailto:dlhfontana@gmail.com
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GROCERY CARDS  

        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000               2017    YTD Sales:  $     961.25 

Mathematicians:  In order to fulfill our commitment of $8,000.00 to the Church 

Operating Budget for 2017, we must sell approximately $235,000.00 worth of grocery 

cards. Yikes! That’s a lot of eating! Together we can do it, we’ve done in the past and 

we can do it again. We need all of our regular supporters as well as lots of new ones 

buying cards. So eat healthy, shop locally, and always have a grocery card in your pocket. 

Thanks.  Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will 

deliver them to you.  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 

774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 
 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again this Thursday, March 2
nd

.  Donations of Stop and Shop cards 

are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton 508-410-9000  

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
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FEBRUARY  26
TH

 – MARCH 5
TH

 
 

 

Feb 26 Sunday  

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

Noon-3PM Chili Cook-off and Bake-off 
 

Feb 27 Monday 

2:15 PM GSA/Vestry 

6:30/7:00 PM Refreshments/Historical Society presentation on Ebenezer 

Parkman/Sanctuary 

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel  

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Feb 28  Tuesday (no events scheduled) 
 

Mar 1 Wednesday 
9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir Room 

7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service/Chapel 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

Mar 2  Thursday 

10:00 AM  Worship Planning/Kerygma Room 

11:00 AM  Creative worship planning/Kerygma Room 

11:00 AM  PCC/Fannie Forbes 

6:30 PM  BSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 3  Friday  

2:15 PM GSA/Kerygma Room 

6-9PM  GSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 4 Saturday (no events scheduled) 
  

Mar 5 Communion Sunday- Lent I (Pastor Paul preaching) 

8:30 AM Gifts Group/Nursery 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School  

11:30 AM Deacons Meeting/Kerygma Room 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
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